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[Applause] That's right. And when we ar-
rive here in Crawford, she’s got a lot to
maintain—[laughter]—because, as you can
see, we travel with a lot of people.

And Laura and I are here to thank you
for helping make our stay and dealing with
these large entourages go well. We appre-
ciate it. We love to come to Crawford. We
view it as our home. As you know, I bring
my office with me, and you all help make
the transition from Washington to the
Crawford White House work well. And we
understand that. We see many of you in
the vans waiting for us when we come pull-
ing out or meeting us at the airport there
in Waco. We see a lot of you at the press
avails. We see you when youre helping
with our guests, our foreign dignitaries who
come to visit. And all of you are doing
a great job. So today what we'd like to
do is to thank you, feed you—Ilaughter|—
and photograph you. [Laughter]

I get a lot of work done here in
Crawford. You know, it’s hard for some
to maybe understand, but the decision-
making process never ends when you're the
President. You're constantly being briefed
and brought up to date on this, that, or
the other. And I still make decisions here.
I just find that I can—it’s a different per-
spective when I come here, out of Wash-
ington, DC, to a place like Crawford,
Texas. I'm reminded of the great values
of our beloved Texas and the values of
faith and family and friendship that you
find in places like Crawford.

So I never quit being the President; I
just have got a different perspective about

things. I might come to the same conclu-
sion on decisions that I have to make, but
I make them in a different environment.
And this is a fabulous environment in
which to make decisions and to meet with
people.

We love it here. There’s nothing better
than to get up early in the morning and
to go jogging across our ranch, see a couple
of deer, talk to the turkeys—[laughter]—
watch Barney chase them. [Laughter]

But we want to thank you for being good
neighbors. We want to thank you all very
much from the bottom of our heart for
helping make our transitions to—back to
home as smoothly as they have gone. We
want you to know that one of these days,
we'll be joining you in the coffee shop on
a regular basis for eating lunch. In the
meantime, we've got a job to do, and com-
ing here really helps us do the job that
you expect us to do.

So Laura and I thank you from the bot-
tom of our heart. It's great to see you.
We look forward to shaking every hand
here and personally thanking you for all
your hard work.

May God continue to bless America, and
may God bless you and your families.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at
the Crawford Community Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mary Keltner, mainte-
nance supervisor, Crawford Independent
School District, who introduced the Presi-
dent.

Remarks on the Baseball Labor Dispute and an Exchange With Reporters

in Crawford
August 16, 2002

The President. Let me start off by saying
the baseball owners and the baseball play-
ers must understand that if there is a stop-

page, a work stoppage, a lot of fans are
going to be furious, and I'm one. It is very
important for these people to get together.
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They can make every excuse in the book
not to reach an accord. It is bad for them
not to reach an accord. They need to keep
working.

And Tl be glad to answer a couple of
questions.

Q. Mr. President, you spoke

The President. Starting with you.

Execution of Javier Suarez Medina/Mexico-
U.S. Relations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You spoke
Tuesday with President Fox.

The President. Yes, 1 did.

Q. What did you tell him about the exe-
cution? And are you disappointed he’s not
coming?

The President. Well, first of all, T under-
stand why he’s not coming. He said that
if the execution goes forward, he’s not
going to come.

Q. He told you that Tuesday?

The President. Yes, he did. And I said,
“Well, we have laws here in America.
We've got—the State of Texas has got a
law.” T said that there’s going to be full
recourse to the courts, which there was.
And the Governor made the decision he
made; the Supreme Court made the deci-
sion it made; and President Fox made the
decision he made.

But I am confident that our friendship
is strong, that well be able to work to-
gether to resolve common problems, and
we’ll have future discussions.

Michael [Mike Allen, Washington Post].

Iraq

Q. Mr. President, not all Republicans
seem sold on your intention to deal with
dictators who gas their own people. What
are you going to do to make that case more
persuasively? Are you consulting with
them? And what is your obligation of get-
ting approval, not just consultation, with
Congress?

The President. Yes, 1 appreciate that
question. First of all, I am aware that some
very intelligent people are expressing their
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opinions about Saddam Hussein and Iraq.
I listen carefully to what they have to say.

There should be no doubt in anybody’s
mind, this man is thumbing his nose at
the world, that he has gassed his own peo-
ple, that he is trouble in his neighborhood,
that he desires weapons of mass destruc-
tion. I will use all the latest intelligence
to make informed decisions about how best
to keep the world at peace, how best to
defend freedom for the long run.

We’'ll continue to consult. Listen, it’s a
healthy debate for people to express their
opinion. People should be allowed to ex-
press their opinion. But America needs to
know, Tll be making up my mind based
upon the latest intelligence and how best
to protect our own country, plus our friends
and allies.

Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill/National
Economy

. Mr. President, yesterday, Secretary
O'Neill said that he is going to be—stop
being so candid with his comments about
the economy. And you just met with him
on Wednesday

The President. That's an interesting ob-
servation. [Laughter] Let me be honest
with you. [Laughter]

Q. Did you suggest to him that maybe
he should

The President. No, I didn’t. Listen, Paul
O'Neill is doing a fine job as Secretary
of Treasury. I don’t know what prompted
him to make that statement. I find him
to be refreshingly candid. I appreciate his
judgment. He’s a man of great experience.
He and I share an optimism about our
country’s future, and we do so based upon
fact. Interest rates are low. Inflation is low.
Productivity is up. We've got a lot of work
to do.

And T started the process of bringing
some fiscal discipline into Washington prior
to the end of the August recess. I meant
what I said. In my radio address today,
I'm talking about fiscal discipline so that
overspending doesn’t serve as an anchor on
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any economic growth. I firmly believe that
the trade bill T got is going to help create
jobs. I know we need to have a terrorism
insurance package so that we can get many
of our construction workers working. So
there are some things we need to do. The
Secretary and I share a basic optimism
about our future.

Supplemental Appropriations for First-
Responders

Q. Sir, the firefighters union is very upset
about the money being withheld from the
supplemental, and they say that they
would—are they misunderstanding?

The President. Well, let me first of all—
T've got a strong commitment to not only
firefighters but to first-responders, and here
are the facts: The budget prior to Sep-
tember the 11th is about $250 million; after
September the 11th is over a billion. And
my ‘03 request for first-responders is over
$3.5 billion. So the commitment is strong,
and the commitment is there.

What they ought to be upset about is
the fact that Congress tried to tie my
hands. They said, “You've got to spend $5
billion or none of the $5 billion.” And I
chose not to spend the $5 billion because,
one, we didn’t need to, and, two, it is im-
portant for this country to be fiscally dis-
ciplined as our economy begins to recover.
And so there’s no question in most people’s
minds that I've got a very strong commit-
ment to firefighters and first-responders.

President’s Economic Forum

Q. Mr. President, may I ask—if T may
ask you about the economic forum, what’s
the most important new thing you learned?
And, sir, is there anything at the top of
your list, based on suggestions or ideas that
you heard there?

The President. Michael, I am going to
analyze and think about some of the sug-
gestions so that when I announce them,
it will be well thought out. It will be a
part of a long-term plan. But there are
some interesting ideas: expensing losses, in-

creasing expenses of losses, accelerating the
401(k) contribution limits—in other words,
making it easier for people to put more
money in their 401(k)s quicker.

There’s a lot of interesting talk about
capital gains taxes, double taxation of divi-
dends. There was certainly a very strong
sentiment that we're on the right track
when it comes to holding people to account
who lie, steat, or cheal—lie, cheat, or
steal—[laughter|—who defraud people by
cooking the books. There was some strong
sentiment from CEO and non-CEO alike.

I came away from that summit—that the
small-business person feels constrained by
tax policy and regulatory policy. And I
was—really appreciated the people coming.
I thought it was a very good summit.

Last question, and then I've got to go.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Just to fol-
low up on that, are you planning on pro-
ducing a new economic package

The President. Lie, cheat, or
[Laughter]

Q. Are you planning on producing a new
economic package?

The President. We're thinking about it.
We're thinking about all options. That’s one
of the things that came out of the meeting,
was that some have urged us to think about
additional measures to help economic
growth, so I'm thinking about it.

But one thing that the Congress has got
to do is pass laws that will make a—that
we've already proposed, that will make a
difference for job creation. One of them
is terrorism insurance. Another one is pen-
sion reform. And that’s very important. So
Congress needs to do that when they get
back.

And the other thing, of course, is Con-
gress should not overspend. Look, I under-
stand Washington. Every project sounds
like it’s needed. Every—every proposal is
one that's got to be funded. And my job
is to set the priorities, and I have set prior-
ities—the war is a priority; homeland de-
fense is a priority—and then hold people

steal.
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to account if they don’t accept those prior-
ities, if they overspend. And I started that
process by making a decision on the sup-
plemental.

Thank you all. Hope you have a great

day.
President’s Vacation

Q. Mr. President, how is the nature trail
coming?

The President. Michael, is that a—you're
not inviting yourself out there? [Laughter]
It’s coming great. Actually, I haven't been
on the good side of a saw for a while.
I've been out of the—out of the area, as
you know. And today I'm going to—TI've
got another event here, and then Condi
is coming down. I'm going to spend some
time with her. I may be at—I may be saw-
ing tomorrow. If I need an extra hand,
I'll holler.

Q. T can outrun Scott [Scott Lindlaw,
Associated Press]. [Laughter]

The President. T'll tell you what, he rep-
resented the press corps in fine fashion.
It was an unbelievable effort.

Q. I found someone I could beat, sir,
yesterday.

The President’s Radio Address
August 17, 2002

Good morning. This week I hosted an
economic forum at Baylor University in
Texas. Participants shared their concerns
about the economic challenges we face and
their ideas for making the economy strong-
er. A common theme among many panelists
was that we must leave every dollar we
can in the hands of the people who have
earned it. We must be disciplined with our
taxpayers” money, which requires Congress
to focus on funding our Nation’s priorities.

Winning the war on terror is our top
priority. The men and women fighting the
war must have every tool and all the train-
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The President. Who’s that?
. I'm not going to identify them.
[Laughter]
The President. No, you represented—you
represented your profession well. I tried
to find the model citizen out of all the
people I could have invited. I tried to find
the one person that would represent the
integrity of the press corps, somebody who
represents those values that we hold dear,
that the enemy is trying to attack, as a
matter of fact, a free press. And I hope
you agree with my judgment that Scott was
the right man at the right place at the
right time. It's that flexibility I need.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at
the Crawford Community Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Javier Suarez Medina,
executed August 14 by the State of Texas for
a 1989 murder conviction; President Vicente
Fox of Mexico; President Saddam Hussein
of Irag; Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; and Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

ing they need to fight and win. That is
why my budget includes the largest in-
crease in defense spending in a generation.
And that is why I urge the Congress to
pass a final defense appropriations bill as
soon as they return to Washington.

Keeping our homeland secure is another
high priority. My budget would nearly dou-
ble funding for homeland security to almost
$38 billion—money to train and equip fire-
fighters, police officers, and emergency
medical personnel; money for the Coast
Guard, to protect our ports and coasts;
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